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On March 16th, Governor Lujan Grisham announced that schools would shift to a learn-
at-home model for the rest of the academic year. Each School District and public charter 
school was instructed to develop a Continuous Learning Plan that meets the needs of 
their community. 

Internet access will be an issue for many families in New Mexico. Staff and students may 
lack the resources to connect remotely. So far, over 400 internet providers have signed 
the FCC's "Keep Americans Connected Pledge" to not terminate service to any customers 
because of their inability to pay their bills and to waive late fees that customers incur 
because of their economic circumstances related to the coronavirus pandemic. These 
companies also have agreed to open their Wi-Fi hotspots to any American who needs 
them. Information about several of these options is available here. 

Cynthia Nava, former superintendent of Gadsden Public Schools and a board member of 
New Mexico First, calls on New Mexicans to step up and “take control of the situation. 
We need to be innovative and agile in reaching our kids even if we don’t do it through 
traditional means. The goal remains the same: for our students to have rich and robust 
academic progress that will enable them to learn and thrive. We have an opportunity 
right now to reexamine what we’ve been doing and creatively respond to children’s 
needs.” 

https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfSMf5IpEhnnQwz1t2PmNM9hSsNnVQSZoAAE71nWhFoHzETW50XF52qSTZ14c0J4SOjlK7hiqz1AnmMVTRHiW5iIcabIfywCTzuDhxBw6EZkGpW5xKxDPrvqSNJ3ZwpdbZs0S9kK7Ai8mheIBn4c8QMoF35OcbOjLzwhVJuK7yt-2BIItxu_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQJnRho0Wb1AhWZkPIBYt7dnu6ulWpfCjf-2Fn1eqYzDhOHIMMQfGYrTFtwuZPaFPnMgDFYbM7OpdIJaNreu3Oy9b701tUr8uXaDjRqZD4FQYKMCoYtE1deE2KSid0fq3IzUbkArc-2FF3dLsLi5KCs5BliYZOBiNz5VeyztJ9gtMyE95g-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfXWTM0-2F9VL7iGSBwQj29FxAkE4M6Xjyz14SIIQtN12-2BAl0CX931jTQYeXnuXqrLgbjRvt77phkjsIGXAd00j5kM-3DIc8m_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQKjdLnXsT5hhkK-2Bacee7WOXVzwZB62sB09-2FEgG9PxtYR1tGlIfVe3q32uXSfi-2FGBmEyflmQs5oE3jujwieIDcHGAolSVMvajJVzoEqJNF0o6RVEI12idsj49ID-2BXlOug26k8VfO2UpuAGzf4UrCNpJNtBi-2Fzspx0owOmbRYHWV7zA-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfeH6CKg8QQ4AW3E49Lqjh4H5-2FqPz6G5A-2B4FqPCbxhyat0P87y23ysKBAnAY1AVMAo68Ypuop3Cvbx1h244-2BVau4-3Da7XE_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQJ-2F-2B96-2BvB1iZr2IPf74jeWKMf5M82A2nNbnkPEqEbnUwxJ03CSOkgJTGYdj7OLR98ZvYXvIL-2Bou7KoHzNy5W4JBVgUE-2BFx4hwgebIHKN9t407DYc07CIqN2GIDbxvGUiAoVmPRBx5LFcwZtdlD-2Fqhr8qWRxkIGQYgIsGNkuD4gyBg-3D-3D


 

Traci Curry, speaking for New Mexico 
Agriculture in the Classroom (NMAIC), 
agrees that “we’re all educators … it takes 
a village to educate our children.” NMAIC 
is helping teachers work with families to 
take stock of the materials students have 
at home. One teacher had planned for 
her students to grow something from 
seed. NMAIC worked with her to make 
that part of the lesson. Teachers and 
families together could organize a seed 

hunt to find seeds already in the house, such as beans or seeds from apples. Or parents 
could go outside with the children and ask, “Where do we find seeds? Where do seeds 
come from?” 

Numerous sites have learning activities that can be done at home, with or without access 
to the internet. The New Mexican Out-of-School-Time Network (NMOST) has a list of lists 
for educational activities at home.  

    

    

 

What About Food? 
    

 

It’s a fact of New Mexican life that 
many of our students rely on school for 
their meals. Before COVID-19 shut 
down our schools on March 12th, New 
Mexico was on track to serve more 
than 13,500,000 school breakfasts and 
19,500, 000 school lunches to low-
income students. So how are our 
students getting these meals? 

In response to the Governor’s directive, 
school districts throughout the state 

developed food distribution plans. These meals are distributed on a “grab and go” basis 
at food sites in every school district. However, specific dates, times, sites, and other 
details differ for each school district. The NM Out-of-School-Time Network is keeping an 
updated list of pick-up sites, day, times, and details. Some school districts are opting to 
deliver food to students along established bus routes. The page also has links to 
Roadrunner Food Bank special distribution sites and to Presbyterian Free Healthy Meals 
for Kids.  

    

https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfWlTn9A-2BWtSGbi2AvM3MBh-2FpS08aTuQfLMvGYhHdCb8EeLdK_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQL89X89j5F5RU9y2dt1DrTFOs-2F7nH1FHnytKeznVULhVKjvclVjIgsuAPOz58PVTc9rJAu9rT5mBK5GaM6iUMxfsxD2NbNVN3Rp3eXiRBbesZnuf3wln4uSDxl6eP4JR-2F-2FDG9DJVN2p2vIp-2BeQK9AxJFtR-2FD6C2dpPIiHxdnc2rBg-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfWlTn9A-2BWtSGbi2AvM3MBh-2FpS08aTuQfLMvGYhHdCb8EeLdK_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQL89X89j5F5RU9y2dt1DrTFOs-2F7nH1FHnytKeznVULhVKjvclVjIgsuAPOz58PVTc9rJAu9rT5mBK5GaM6iUMxfsxD2NbNVN3Rp3eXiRBbesZnuf3wln4uSDxl6eP4JR-2F-2FDG9DJVN2p2vIp-2BeQK9AxJFtR-2FD6C2dpPIiHxdnc2rBg-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfb-2BEtU4hF7xXx-2Ftj8DKTHM0-3D6phJ_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQKDhzxc1JgGWeb7b3oq-2FvU2nLPy9RvRsoGMH4zxJ-2FRc2U0FGv7n-2B6WkL7eT7AQXxu6IDZS-2F-2BVSN504Pkxdd6wHw8Aqn80hBHHjTChxbxn-2B0lxgZDvIKUJXGOi6trJ1tMgkH2imGUZ230QKNvelXcCsRKKD-2FHZS0n9V4glAU0MBYUQ-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfQyWGGNp6A-2BZq6tQHID7w6hIKPUxQ95Gds5p2wjKctgnJ9F9z-2FeNdPz8b0lxOy3Mug-3D-3DG0cQ_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQLD7ek9zfe6r6xy4S0JMhlR-2FklJiW7QmbkjX0G483ppfxn7gWC6-2FXRPpwXoYu8bzxmrIXeOGyx4lk9w0uxHMOhYQN1wroIhS7fs6hOOMH16FTpOpeCZ7I9dT6uD9qoR-2FOSVThMh9zXWwMzuddud9oWTTnbLOghotezFBpcER2S7UQ-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfWeAlbBvKmZCfR0lvEOpolhgapSWXNjCSFva0EGIEJI00M6ECUCn9VH6OoodIvHJcA-3D-3DjvZk_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQKxMntkt5-2BX4561sAJgq4z8icX348QFzTkhlMFIUpVfqO6O3AWv6R-2FWK36sHG6P-2Fs0tMdg-2BKN3XjvVU528FVnwUmUWvYfc6ECb8Dd0B3KHIENoaB-2BYMaf2fE59hYKMVHRvX1H5toFmt2n8ou1RwZvrolerKfdbxgeQ11kzKubA4og-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfZ2coZQ3QsWNGwsTxxsnxvBrg7K4icJm0vN2sAvsA1-2FJ26yXOwWzCrrEqMKF1qmmpuSju28J5ZJOREWjwjfotABTOa1jXdlU8-2Bk7yb7YwsZa5f9d8Vide6c8Veb6YMuLMaLf-2F7PQWDXNWUr8E5X6F-2F0-3DUnJR_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQK4nTUfP27eRFL3lCm-2F3CXSTrUxeQu4hfLBbnbKHaOYta53T8aOQLHn49goX5icL61mM7177ALrUZoF6gkK-2FTHVN0gzvFvQMbN4ljNoTglanNyBEyYeBLaE5zGzu0Yy20RiKSIv8NYEKo4AtaA1STPoyNrHxUFpMiwx6rrOtfb0qA-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfZ2coZQ3QsWNGwsTxxsnxvBrg7K4icJm0vN2sAvsA1-2FJ26yXOwWzCrrEqMKF1qmmpuSju28J5ZJOREWjwjfotABTOa1jXdlU8-2Bk7yb7YwsZa5f9d8Vide6c8Veb6YMuLMaLf-2F7PQWDXNWUr8E5X6F-2F0-3DUnJR_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQK4nTUfP27eRFL3lCm-2F3CXSTrUxeQu4hfLBbnbKHaOYta53T8aOQLHn49goX5icL61mM7177ALrUZoF6gkK-2FTHVN0gzvFvQMbN4ljNoTglanNyBEyYeBLaE5zGzu0Yy20RiKSIv8NYEKo4AtaA1STPoyNrHxUFpMiwx6rrOtfb0qA-3D-3D


 

Out-of-School Time Programs are Taking Care of Kids 
    

 

 Many out-of-school time programs 
have been forced to cancel 
programming for the duration of the 
emergency closures. But this doesn’t 
mean that these organizations are 
sitting on the sidelines. Some are 
applying to serve as emergency 

childcare centers, providing childcare for children of essential workers. For more 
information, click here. 
 
Other out-of-school time programs are working with their school districts to add pick-up 
food sites for families. Moving Arts Española, an out-of-school time program, was forced 
to close its programming for the remainder of the Spring semester. Roger Montoya, 
Moving Art’s Artistic Director, quickly organized the Northern New Mexico Emergency 
Food Network, which includes nine other organizations focused on providing food and 
necessities to those in need. The purpose of the network is to work together in serving 
the community while reducing overlap and waste of resources. The organization is 
partnering with the Española Public Schools to be a curbside pick-up site for breakfast 
and lunch. Breakfast can be picked up at 8:00 am and lunch by noon, Monday- Friday. 
Also, Moving Arts is serving hot vegetarian suppers. These are also for pickup only and 
can be picked up at Moving Arts Espanola between 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm Monday- 
Friday.  

    

 

Resources for Families 
    

 

Families aren’t just learning how to home school. Many are also holding down jobs, 
either working in or outside the home; figuring out how to safely take care of essential 
activities like shopping or keeping up with health care, including vaccinations, paying the 
bills; dealing with frustrations and fears. Ngage New Mexico, home of the Doña Ana 
County, prenatal to career, SUCCESS Partnership education initiative, is offering a series 
of webinars for caregivers in English and Spanish. Register to watch them on-demand. 
 

• Apoyando a los Niños Durante la Pandemia del Virus Corona. Register 

• Creating Effective Home Learning Environments Register  
 

    

    

 

A Tip for Parents and Families 
   

https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=t-2BZQRyS8JTMsHjrrfyCKlY7fDmltJm4BTvtjkHxqjm1n5Oko8qdCnq6ysFgbl8uyS43fSWDT0S-2B7QbxI58dfMA-3D-3D8p1E_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQJtaJWmzzRTPiIg0qOv99aU-2FjprS58H287-2F0xdp-2BPPGHE2kuYtGBaqbXunFvQrO6s8vVc2skmLRn5hu3Oqrf-2BI2jMn1oH3VTb3zLek1Ns78tvsdeu0-2F3RsXEyM1bNZM1RF3gNjUmG9LfT2dZYhaDGWT1IgY51k0xofhAMQoH5m8Yg-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfSmWThtYQYHZkNOKy2hW-2B-2FumkypOosA7kB3AgFzOBCOTfSAx_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQImE4qPGYg-2BAssqy5KxbdEOnKIJW7f6OYLVpjYr1PCC1tbSlEC8-2FcrS974r41TKNKVxQkuAc0wwFtN3q7w8sQvjPocb0zUfrIWCkxtII7YhDCXGG6bwLHOicQvCSXsOZmc4RjXC1vdyPXoiUJ-2FHe9Sw-2BvHQR-2FyfvH0sBNW-2BZwov8w-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfeonl0E5cOwsS-2B49zLZTRuXD3TT-2BP7g-2B-2FzOA4lDyzej-2Fqa0X0yCs4O6DWL9JcFduYKT71RVgKp3jyRX2EhcpwawN5-2FIOgdcP2FLh1Iz4u-2FV4t-Vp_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQIEojJfVXxMy1FwvspBowtujploe8jfMg-2FN4kDGg8jky3-2F2RXAHvH2p5-2Fxu-2Bb-2BXg-2FrWiBhEqUmHKghrrJIoHTM4cOa2APX8jPSSkQback0nUA19iE0G0OS-2BPF-2FSHgCLrsw0HrymjPcsGnih-2Bpq1SC11tjNo1nSKic02EjgWEIRI3Q-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=t-2BZQRyS8JTMsHjrrfyCKlUASofS8qeK1OnwDIzEwBEI-3DLs8t_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQKssRYVr5BFCPRWZhljxsIb2nb83T-2BnRfNTfXC3H2eZwP0pk1isE1cFcB3ErS2TRfZFcCtoAgjLo8jA3WbCwOQWnYtT5XiSuPrzA-2BN7-2FUa4Q4pnBjgiXIjpUrZ6DypdaQrFvK-2FB980uoidANJ1pVGjg9sDVa7g9Fj15i0sxfdC8zw-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfWO6JmgFuzOYgGjZ2NliSbWaLr9SvEc4h8HENWvUeEARUiPNQvzFxnJa-2Bc0EfY37BNt2eNhftAFWSsHpXwQz344-3DTznb_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQJ-2BF06O8yIp-2Bif-2BZLVM5qEhVgxY0jvROELfLsCvEzN3T9CZHEVakIDh-2FAMtTQG0ZLTfD7w61qZh24CHpIXaJ3uqCDbvmmiDXbT5hS5jd9LVxJzgTI6fWbKYw9g8mDBsQGK6aZZYvPBShTVGCf2RsHp2CbtS2hHOZ1itVm9G99il0w-3D-3D
https://u4603464.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=0Qzep-2BZshku9IrbfrMqnfQWLlYB-2F8Yvo-2FHSuIwxohpzzdzUqvXdfw3x-2FEFmkZRBNHb-2BMtsggiouMyUErdZ89UYsuLLMqpvprudCCsRe5nM0-3DX9Lp_ikc0R-2FOz4UQejsuOLNM1ON-2BftZDU3vT4POL0mHaNyYjZylEyLN9ZTKkZD9wqlvQMTbod0mP2nitdFsuUFRdXYkF4DVyFvuMU-2FbqgrBClR1t1yKbObaR4Y5E2Xu4WWt3trIiQGvXIBTQ9Wvp6nQ4ubdYgEuZQ95YREbtqkIYKQQLch2-2F-2BA5xBBGQR9xxlnfpClxapleGzO4XTrqLL0oQrZlV9I3U7p9AYm4zhqvDxnjVBoGOEYTfQVJz-2BMUQ3KLQhIJUtAziSqw3kaTeMx6lvFP1u8FRM2OdhodYswliS0VEApP0kSiqFvoA7-2F1dFI9MdxZFMGEv80nH8WzUONYHe7g-3D-3D


 

Parents and families are the first and 
most important teachers in children’s 
lives. While partnerships with school 
personnel and staff are vital resources 
for families and communities, those 
who are parenting children during this 
pandemic and trying to juggle many 
other responsibilities are feeling 
stressed. It’s perhaps time to remind 
ourselves that we serve our children, 
ourselves and our families best by 

building from family’s strengths. The catch: there’s nothing like a crisis to make it hard to 
see strengths. 
 
Positive Parenting is an approach to parenting that focuses on relationships rather than 
challenging behaviors. It is normal during this time for children of all ages to revisit 
developmental milestones that you thought they’d outgrown. This is a natural and 
normal response to stress. If you have questions or concerns about your child’s 
behaviors and how best to support their social and emotional health, please contact 
your pediatrician or family physician. The American Academy of Pediatrics has also 
published helpful tips. Many of these may affirm what you’re already doing, so keep at 
it! You might also find some new and helpful ideas. Be gentle with yourself and your 
children. These are trying times.  
 
Lilly Irvin-Vitela, President and Executive Director provided the parent and family tips. 
Connect with Lilly at lilly@nmfirst.org.  

    

 

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/positiveparenting/index.html
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:lilly@nmfirst.org

